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Think of a number between one and ten.

How about between zero and infinity? Even if you stick to the whole 
numbers, there are a lot to choose from - an infinite number in fact. 
Then there are decimal fractions, negative numbers, imaginary 
numbers, and numbers like pi, which literally never end. Infinity 
suddenly gets a whole lot bigger–is that even possible? 

The world of numbers is strange and beautiful. Among its 
inhabitants are some really notable characters - pi, e, the square 
root of minus two and the famous golden ratio to name just a few. 
Prime numbers occupy a special status. Zero is very odd indeed. 
And even some apparently common-or-garden integers such as 37 
have special properties. 

Adventures In Mathematics takes a tour of this mind-blowing 
but beautiful world of numbers and the mathematical rules that 
connect them. Find out mathematicians’ favorite numbers, and the 
ones they are afraid of (spoiler: it isn’t 13). Discover the incredible 
connection between numbers and the rules of nature. And learn 
some amazing mathematical tricks that will keep you amused for 
hours.
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The ancient Greeks called it Gaia; the Romans Terra. We know 
it simply as Earth, the planet we call home. And what a planet 
it is.

Formed around 4.6 billion years ago from the debris of the big 
bang and long-dead stars, at first it was nothing special, but 
somehow it evolved to become the most amazing place in the 
known Universe. The only living planet we know of, it also has 
a very unusual moon, a remarkably dynamic surface, a complex 
atmosphere and a deeply mysterious interior.

This is Planet Earth is dedicated to the wonders of Planet Earth. 
Its past is long and dramatic and its future shrouded in mystery. 
Yet despite centuries of research, only now are we starting to 
understand Earth’s complexity.

This is Planet Earth
Your Ultimate Guide to the World We Call Home
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Where did we come from? Where are we going?

Homo sapiens are the most successful, widespread, and  influential 
species ever to walk the Earth. In the blink of an evolutionary 
eye, we have spread around the globe, taken control of Earth’s 
biological and mineral resources, transformed the environment, 
and traveled into space. Yet just 7 million years ago, we were just 
another species of great ape making a quiet living in the forests 
of East Africa. We do not know exactly what this ancestor was like, 
but it was no more likely than a chimpanzee or gorilla to sail across 
the ocean, write a symphony, invent a steam engine or ponder the 
meaning of existence. How did we get from there to here?

The Story of Human Origins recounts the most astonishing 
evolutionary tale ever told. Discover how our ancestors made 
the first tentative steps towards becoming human, how we lost 
our fur but gained language, fire and tools, how we strode out of 
Africa, invented farming and cities, and ultimately created modern 
civilization - perhaps the only one of its kind in the Universe. 

Meet your long-lost ancestors, the other humans who once shared 
the planet with us, and learn where the story might end.
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There’s a whole universe out there...

Imagine you had a spacecraft capable of traveling through interstellar 
space. You climb in, blast into orbit, fly out of the solar system and 
keep going. Where do you end up, and what do you see along the 
way?

The answer is: mostly nothing. Space is astonishingly, mind-blowingly 
empty. As you travel through the void between galaxies your spaceship 
encounters nothing more exciting than the odd hydrogen molecule. 
But when it does come across something more exotic: wow! First and 
most obviously, stars and planets. Some are familiar from our own 
backyard: yellow suns, rocky planets like Mars, gas and ice giants like 
Jupiter and Neptune. But there are many more: giant stars, red and 
white dwarfs, super-earths and hot Jupiters. And that is just the start. 
As we travel further we encounter ever more weird, wonderful and 
dangerous entities: supernovas, super-massive black holes, quasars, 
pulsars, neutron stars, black dwarfs, quark stars, gamma ray bursts and 
cosmic strings.

A Journey Through The Universe is a grand tour of the most amazing 
celestial objects and how they fit together to build the cosmos. 

As for the end of the journey - nobody knows. But getting there will 
be fun.

A Journey Through the Universe
A Traveler’s Guide From the Center of the Sun to the Edge Unknown
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